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Mr. Specter. Are there any other conversations which stand out In your 
mind on the portion of the motorcade trip through Dallas Itself? 

Governor Connally. No; actually we had more or less desultory conversation 
as we rode along. The crowds were thick all the way down on both sides, and 
all of us were, particularly the President and Mrs. Kennedy were, acknowledg- 
ing the crowds. They would turn frequently, smiling, waving to the people, 
and the opportunity for conversation was limited. So there was no particularly 
significant conversation or conversations \yhlch took place. It was, as I say, 
pretty desultory conversation. 

Mr. Specter, did the automobile stop at any point during this procession? 

Governor Connally. Yes ; It did. There were at least two occasions on which 
the automobile stopped in Dallas and, perhaps, a third. There was one little 
girl, I believe it was, who was carrying a sign saying, "Mr. President, will you 
please stop and shake hands with me,” or some — that was the import of the 
sign, and he Just told the driver to stop, and he did stop and shook hands, and, 
of course, he was immediately mobbed by a bunch of youngsters, and the Secret 
Service men from the car following us had to immediately come up and wedge 
themselves in between the crowd and the car to keep them back away from 
thg automobile, and it was a very short stop. 

At another point along the route, a Sister, a Catholic nun, was there, ob- 
viously from a Catholic school, with a bunch of little children, and he stopped 
and spoke to her and to the children : and I think there was one other stop on the 
way downtown, but I don't recall the precise occasion. But I know there were 
two, but I think there was still another one. 

Mr. SrECTER. Are there any other events prior to the time of the shooting 
itself which stand out in your mind on the motorcade trip through Dallas? 

Governor Connally. No ; not that have any particular significance. 

Mr. Specter. As to the comment which Mrs. Connally had made to Presi- 
dent Kennedy which you just described, where on the motor trip was that 
comment made, if you recall? 

Governor Connally. This was just before we turned on Elm Street, after we 
turned off of Main. 

Mr. Specter. Onto Houston? 

Governor Connally. Onto Houston, right by the courthouse before we turned 
left onto Elm Street, almost at the end of the motorcade, and almost, I would 
say, perhaps a minute before the fatal shooting. 

Mr. Specter. What was the condition of the crowd at that juncture of the 
motorcade, sir? 

Governor Connally. At that particular juncture, when she made this remark, 
the crowd was still very thick and very enthusiastic. It began to thin im- 
mediately after we turned onto Elm Street We could look ahead and see 
that the crowd was beginning to thin along the banks, just east I guess of the 
overpass. 

Mr. Specter. Was there any difficulty in hearing such a conversational 
comment? 

Governor Connally. No, no; we could talk without any, and hear very 
clearly, without any difficulty, without any particular strain. We didn’t do It 
again because in trying to carry on a conversation it would be apparent to 
those who were the spectators on the sidewalk, and we didn’t want to leave 
the impression we were not interested in them, and so we Just didn’t carry on 
a conversation, but we could do so without any trouble. 

Mr. Specter. As the automobile turned left onto Elm from Houston, what 
did occur there, Governor? 

Governor Connally. We had — we had gone, I guess, 160 feet, maybe 200 
feet, I don’t recall how far it was, heading down to get on the freeway, the 
Stemmons Freeway, to go out to the hall where we were going to have lunch 
and, as I say, the crowds had begun to thin, and we could — I was anticipating 
that we were going to be at the hall in approximately 5 minutes from the time 
we turned on Elm Street. 

We had Just made the turn, well, when I heard what I thought was a shot. 
I heard this noise which I immediately took to be a rifle shot. I Instinctively 
turned to my right because the sound appeared to come from over my right 
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shoulder, so I turned to look E-ZSft 

unusual except Just people In the because once I heard the shot 

the r(flB shot an(J , lmmedlate ,y_the only thought 

^TeSE mL was that thU is over tny left 

So I looked, falling to see him, . n turn . j got about 

££ "o» looking a little hit to the left of center, 
and then I felt like someone had hit roe tn the bac . time span 

Of someone hitting you in 

the oT ^' rs rsfu «- ^ 

thought Just happened to he. I au ^ , “ > “ ^"wlien 1 Just looked down and I was 
this — that I had been sho ^lately passed through my mind 

covered with blood, a “* 1 , involved or more tn this or someone 

that there were either two or tbt& veop were just thoughts that went 

was shooting with an uut ™"** ^, rtlt these two, of the first shot plus the 
through my mind because ®^*ke T*h!ad^>een lilt, and I immediately assumed 
XA It had obviously passed through 

my cheat, that I had probably b®**® ^ ‘ right again and began to — I 

So I merely doubled up, and . over [ 0 ber i ap . She was sitting, of 

Just sat there, and “" ^‘ LdUnrf with my head In her lap, conscious all 
course, on the Jump seat, ao 1 cours e the third shot sounded, and 

the time, and with my e^open and then course, «« rd ^ ghot h(t 30me . 

1 heard the shot very dearly. 1 ", my m , nd that it ever hit any- 
thing, and I assumed again-lt never enter r n0 |se. juBt that 

body but the President. I heard It hit. It was a very 

audible, very clear. riothln* I could see on the interior 

Immediately I could see on my clothes, my c o h *■ immediately 

of the car which, as I recall, was a pale b one chun k of brain 
recognized, and I recall very well on “^^‘““galn , dld not see the 
tissue as big as almost my thumb, ' d or third shots, but I 

President at any time either after the first, second, or 
assumed always that it was he who was . hit and no one e© ^ ^ ^ 

fat I immediately, when I was hit, I W.^Ol ^ pulled rae over (n to her 


I Immediately, when i was uu, * 
fjs . & ‘iviy God, they are going to kill us all. 
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When she pulled me over into her lap, 
/Governor Con nally. mm. " T" and she said, “Don’t worry. Be 
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*°j5£3fUl shot, and I heard 

of line.” And then 1 saw him move, and J ^ ^ # h08pl|al 

"ir^faU^h^was saying this to the patrohn.n, the motorcyc.e poi.ee 

I lost consciousness and 6 fidn t regain , c pho tograph. marked Commission 

Mr. Specter. Governor Connally, , I * » * ale yPla *a depicting the intersection 
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Governor, you have described hearing a first shot and a third shot Did you 
hear a second shot? 

Governor Connally. No; I did not 

Mr. Specter. What Is your best estimate as to the tlmespan between the first 
shot which you heard and the shot which you heretofore characterized as the 
third shot? 

Governor Connally. It was a very brief spnn of time; oh, I would have to 
say a matter of seconds. I don't know, 10, 12 seconds-/! t was extremely rapid, 

L so much so that again I thought that whoever was firing must be firing with an 
fiutomntic rifle becnuse of the rapidity of the shots; a very short period of time. 
Mr. Specter. What was your Impression then as to the source of the shot? 
Governor Conn ally. From back over my right shoulder which, again, was 
where immediately when I heard the first shot I identified the sound as coming 
back over my right shoulder. 

Mr. Specter. At an elevation? 

Governor Connally. At an elevation. I would have guessed at an elevation. 
Mr. Specteb. Excuse me. 

Governor Connally. Well, that Is all. 

Mr. Specter. Did you have an impression as to the source of the third shot? 
Governor Connally. The same. I would say the same. 

Mr. Specter. How fast was the President’s automobile proceeding at that 
time? 

Governor Connally. I would guess between 20 and 22 miles an hour, and it Is 
A guess because I didn’t look at the speedometer, but T would say in that range. 

Mr. Specter. Did President Kennedy make any statement during the time of 
the shooting or immediately prior thereto? 

Governor Connally. He never uttered a sound at all that I heard. 

Mr. Specter. Did Mrs. Kennedy state anything at that time? 

Governor Connally. Yes ; I have to — I would say it was after the third shot 
when she said, “They have killed my husband.” 

Mr. Specter. Did she say anything more? * 

f ’ Governor Connally. Yes; she said, I heard her say one time, "I have got his 

\ brains in my hand.” 

Mr. Specter. Did that constitute everything that she said at that time? 
Governor Connally. That is all I heard her say. 

Mr. Specter. Did Mrs. Connally say anything further at this time? 

Governor Connally. All she said to me was, after I was hit when she pulled me 
over In her lap, she said, “Be quiet, yon are going to be nil right. Be still, you 
are going to be all right.” She just kept repeating that. 

Mr. Specter. Was anything further stated by Special Agent Roy Kellerman 
other than that which you have already testified about? 

Governor Connally. No; those are the only two remarks that I heard him 
make. 

Mr. Specter. Was any statement made by Special Agent William Greer at or 
about the time of the shooting? 

Governor Connally. No ; I did not hear Bill say anything. 

Mr. Specter. Did you observe any reaction by President Kennedy after the 
shooting? 

Governor Connally. No ; I did not see him. 

Mr. Specter. Did you observe any reaction by Mrs. Kennedy after the shooting? 
Governor Connally. I did not see her. This almost sounds incredible, I am 
sure, since we were in the car with them. But again I will repeat very briefly 
when what I believe to be the shot first occurred, I turned to my right, which 
was away from both of them, of course, and looked out and could see neither, 
and then as I was turning to look into the back seat where I would have seen 
both of them, I was hit, so I never completed the turn at ail, and I never saw 
either one of them after the firing started, and, of course, as I have testified, 
then Mrs. Connally pulled me over into her lap and I was facing forward with 
my head slightly turned up to where I could see the driver and Roy Kellerman 
on his right, but I could not see into the back seat, so I didn't see either one 
of them. 
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, „„„r rleht Governor Connally, Immediately 

Mr. Specter. When you 0 ' n thB t occasion? 

after you heard the flrst H ny significance except Just people out on the 

- « - — «• <-* -* 

W Mr %PE^ h “u have any estimate as to the distance which the Preal- 
dent's automobile traveleddurlngthe u but j would suppose In 

Governor Connai.lt. No , I * hundred feet 

bullet* 1 or fragments of bullet strike the 

windshield? ^ . 

EEZSZSZ observe any bullet or fragments of bullet strike the metal 

chrome? 

STKS ^perlenee any sensaUon of being struck any place other 

than that which you have described on your ches 

Governor Conn ally. No. did you sustain? 

^ve^^^c^wrU 3 ;’ and y a wound ,n the th.gh. Just shove 
the knee. 

bo , . 

,.r •= jrs ; s arJs - - — - — 

““ “ *“ “ 

the time yon sustained it? . 

Governor Connally * 0 ’ J.* ^Sow you were wounded in the right wrist? 

Mr. Specter. When did you first k y hoSDita i 0 n Saturday, the next 
Governor Connally. When [ ^am tled up in a hospital bed, und I said, 

morning, and I looked up and my arm »utW ^ , hud a shattered 

“What Is wrong with my arm . And y , n ,he thigh. — 

wrist, and that Is when I jXe "/^ure of tte wound Ip the thigh? 
Governor'^NNALLY^^^M^J^t^a^^^opan wound. , coked like a fairly, 

Pe MnBP*OTER. Indicating about * ld 'if, about an Inch, an Inch and a quarter 
Governor Connallt. No, I nuarter of an Inch wide, maybe more, 

long Is all; fairly wide. I would a arteri an mch and a half long. 

“^Sp'^wl^you Minacious that you had been wounded on the left 
thigh at the time it occurred? 

MTCcT^^DfdTou first noUce that In the hospital on the following day also? 
Mr V %PE r oT^I^our Y vTew. which bullet caused the Injury to your chest. 1 

Governor Connally ? 

Governor Connally. The secon • conclusion, sir? 

Mr. Spectbb. And what Is /?“”! judgment it Just couldn't conceivably have 
Governor Connajxt. M*W**gg« t J , le shot . In the flrst place I 
been the flrst one because I heard « “ particular bullet, hut any rifle 

don't know anything a ^V^ ^ of so^d.Tnd when I heard the sound 
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that far, and after I heard that shot. I bad the time to turn to my right, and 
start to turn to my left before I felt anything. 

It is not conceivable to me thnt I could have been hit by tbe first bullet, 
and then I felt the blow from something which was obviously a bullet, which 
I assumed was a bullet, and I never heard the second shot, didn't hear It. 
\ I didn't hear but two shots. I think I heard the first shot and the third shot. 
V Mr. Specter. Do you have any idea ns to why you did not hear the second 

shot? „ 

Governor Connai.ly. Well, first, again I assume the bullet was traveling 
foster than the sound. I was hit by the bullet prior to the time the sound 
reached me. and I was In either n state of shock or the Impact was such that, 
the sound didn’t even register on me, but I was never conscious of hearing the 
second shot at all. 

Obviously, at least the major wound that I took in the shoulder through the 
I chest couldn't hnve been anything but the second shot. Obviously, it couldn’t 
\ have been the third, because when the third shot was fired I was In a reclining 
l position, and heard It, saw It and the effects of It, rather— I didn't see It, 
I I saw the effects of It — so It obviously could not hnve been the third, and couldn't 
been the first, in my judgment. 

Mr. 8pecter. What was the nature of the exit wound on the front side of 
your chest, Governor? 

Governor Connally. I would say, If the Committee would be interested, 
I would just as soon you look at it. Is there any objection to any of you 
.^looking at it? 

' i The Chairman. No. 

Governor Conn ally. You can tell yourself. 

I would soy, to describe it for the record, however, that It, the bullet, went 
In my back Just below the right shoulder blade, at just about the point that 
the right arm Joins the shoulder, right in that groove, and exited about 2 Inches 
toward the center of the body from the right nipple of my chest I can identify 
these for you. <* 

The bullet went in hero— see if I properly describe that— about the Juncture 
of the right arm and the shoulder. 

Mr. Specter. Let the record show that the Governor has removed his shirt 
and we can view the wound on the back which he is pointing toward. 

Governor Conn ally. The other two are tubes that were inserted in my back 
by tiie doctors. 

Mr. Specter. Dr. Shaw is present and he can, perhaps, describe with identifi- 
able precision where the wounds are. 

Dr. Shaw. There Is the wound of the drain that has been specifically de- 
scribed. It wns not as large as the scar Indicated because in cleaning up the 
ragged edges of the wound, some of the skin was excised In order to make a 
cleaner Incision. This scar 

Mr.. Specter. Will you describe the location. Doctor, of that wound on the 
Governor's back? 

Dr. Shaw. Yes. It Is on the right shoulder, I will feel it. Just lateral to the 
shoulder blade, the edge of which Is about 2 centimeters from the wound, and 
just above and slightly medial to the crease formed by the axilla or tbe armpit, 
tbe arm against the chest wall. 

Mr. Specter. What other scars are shown there on the Governor’s back? 

Dr. SnAW. The other scars are surgically Induced. This is the incision 
that was made to drain the depth of the subscapular space. 

Mr. Specter. And there you are indicating an incision at what location, 
please? 

Dr. Shaw. Just at the angle of the shoulder blade. Here Is tbe angle of the 
shoulder blade. 

These incisions were never closed by suture. These incisions were left open 
and they healed by what we call secondary Intention, because in this case there 
wns what we call a Penrose drain, which is a soft-rubber drain going up into 
the depths of the shoulder to allow any material to drain. This was to prevent 
Infection. The other small opening was the one in which the tube was placed 
through the eighth Interspace. • 
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he was back or tipped forward. But I don't think there is going to be much 
difference 

. b „'vr:,"r. “ »■ r,pU„.«., u »—• >-» »• - •< 

* Yea - I got 27*. That didn't make much difference. 

Mr. Specter. Is' that reading taken theu while the Govenior Is In a seate 
position, Doctor? 

Rp tilth? Boggs May I ask a question? How would Ills hand have 
berSf^—U Doctor!* for the bullet to hit hi. wrist? 

Dr Gregory. I think It fits very well, really, remembering at the other end 
the trajectory is light here, and there would be no problem to pose Ills hands 
In that ^fashion, and If you will note, you can see It best from over here rea y, 
because you did see that the point of entry, and you can visualize his thigh, 
there Is no problem to visualize the trajectory. 

Mr. Duller. Would you be naturally holding your hand In that position . 

Dr. Gregory. It could be any place. n , .. 

Governor Cowwatxy. It could be anywhere on that line, Mr. Dulles. 

Mr. Chief Justice, you see this is the leg. 

s„ AW Of course, the wound Is much smaller than this. 

Mr. Specter. Let the record show the Governor has displayed the left tb g 
showing the sear caused by the entry of the missile In the left thlgli. 

Dp Gregory will you describe the locale of that? . 

Dr! S Yes This scar, exclsional scar, is a better term, If I may just 

interject that 

Dr.* Gregory! The" exclsional scar to the Governor’s thigh is looted at t a point 
aDuroxImately 10 or 12 centimeters above the adductor tubercule of the femur, 
placing It at the Juncture of the middle and distal third of his thigh. 

P Mr Specter li lay language. Doctor, about how far is that up from the 

knee area? 

Dr Gregory. Five Inches, 0 Inches. 

Mr Specter. Governor Connnlly, can you recreate the position that you were 
sitting In In the automobile, as best you can recollect, at the time you think you 

^Goven-mr Connally. I think, having turned to look over my right shoulder, 
then revolving to look over my left shoulder. I threw my right wrist over on my 

1C M ^Specter. And In the position you nre seated now. with your right wrist 
on your left leg. with your little finger being an Inch or two from your knee. 
Governor Conwally. From the knee. 

Mr. Specter. And. Dr. Gregory, would that be in approximate aiinemeut 

which has been characterized on Commission Exhibit 

Dr. Greqory. I think It fits reasonably well ; yes, sir. 

Mr. Specter. In a moment here I can get that exhibit. 

Mr. Dulles. May I ask a question in the meantime? 

Mr D^ 01 You^turn T ^'tothe right, as I recall your testimony, because you 
heard the sound coming from the right? 

r ^^^LM° N How^did Y you happen to turn then to the left, do you remember 

"'gowL7connai.lt. Yes. sir; I know. exactly. I turned to the right both to 
Bee because It was an Instinctive movement, because that Is where the sound 
camefrontT but even more important, I Immediately thought It was a r«l«hot 
I immediately thought of an assassination attempt, and I turned to see If I 
L"e The President, to see If he was all right. Failing to see him over my 
right shoulder, I turned to look over my left shoulder. 

Mr. Dulles. I see. , . , ... T 

Governor Cohnai.lt. Into the back seat, and I never completed that turn. I 
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got no more than substantially looking forward, a little bit to the left of for- j 

"A2S. 1 . ... . - ».» . .»»"•"> wm i. a. 

» ru »« *. -«• »*“ 

so far as recovery is concerned. Functionally, recovery Is goinj, 

"bout the Governor’s recovery We 
what we^ad to do and we felt he could recover. I think I Indicated that 

,0 Governor ttolfasu-T. As soon ns you got Into the chest and found out what It 

"Representative Boons. But there was a very serious wound, was there not. 

D °Dr° r SnAW Yes It was both a shocking and painful wound, and the effects of 

IZt han^ while he was riding In the car on the way to the hospital he 
probably lmd his arm across, and be may have Instinctively closed that 
liven in some extent But they had to Immediately put an occlusive dressing 
U as soon“s he got lna.de to keep him from sucking air In and out of the right 

^Representative Boons. Had hospitalization been delayed for about another 

“ a Dr h S U H r AW S That"ls speculation, but I don't think he could have maintained 
imbibing sufficient breathing, for a half hour with that type of wound. It Is a 
UUle Satlom It would depend on how well he could protect hlmse^ We 
. instances where by putting their Jackets around them like this, they 

^Ild ^dude tbls and go U a considerable period of time. Airmen during 

» «... 

ns Governor? 

Senator 'cooper 6 Tam^nat tryTng to remember whether we asked you, Doc- 

that wound, and I have his description to go on, what he found, what he had writ- 
ten and Uls description is that It did not penetrate the thigh very deeply, Just 

l ° Representative BMOS^°Just* l ond other action of the Doctor Having looked 
at^lie wound, there Is no doubt In either of your minds that that bullet came 

fr r h Ga r rav 18 There has never been any doubt In my mind about the origin 
of the missile ; no. 

Representative Boggs. And in yours? ^ 

Sr Sr^'raGovernor Connally. this is the exhibit which I was referring to 
being «H>. Was that your approximate position except-ttat lathe alinement 
wltli your right hand being on your left leg as you have Just described . . — Tf 

Governor Conbaixy. No; it looks like my right hand la up on my cbestA 
Bur. I don’t know. I can’t say with any degree of certainty where my right 

hand was, frankly. 1 " 

Mr. Specter. Governor Connally 

Governor Connally. It could have been up on my chest. It could l ave been 
suspended In the ulr, it could have been down on my leg, It could have been 

“Tobvlousl^^'^upile. like anyone else, wound np the next day j' call *‘ n ® * 
was lilt In three places, and I was not conscious of having been bit but by one 
bullet so I tried to reconstruct how 1 could have been hit in three p aces by the 
same tmllet, and I merely. I know It penetrated from the back through the 

chest first 
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